Examined under the microscope, the brown matter was found to contain some corpuscles similar to those of blood. But Erdmann having failed to discover crystals of hsemine, conceived doubts as to the value of the other characters, and repeated with greater care the microscopical examination ; he then discovered that the bodies supposed to be blood-globules were the spores of an alga, which has been called the Porphyridium omentum precisely on account of the resemblances of its spores to the globules of the blood.
Erdmann in the course of his subsequent researches has simplified the method of Briicke for obtaining crystals of hsemine, and has reduced it to the following steps:?He macerates the suspected stain in water and slowly evaporates the solution.; he places this aqueous extract on one of the slips of glass used in microsopic examinations, and adds to it a minute crystal of common 
